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Reginald Engelbach (or Rex Engelbach as he preferred to be called)

was born On the 9th July, 1888, at Moreton Hampstead in Devonshire.

His family originated in Alsace and settled in England in the xvuth

Century. His father, Fl'ederick George, was a doctor; and when the

South African war broke out he volunteered for the R.A.M.C. and was

eventually killed on active service and buried in South Africa. His widow

Marianne (Wrench) later married Major Stevens of the Madras Cavalry.

Rex went to Tonbridge School and then to the City and Guilds of

London Institute where he studied civil engineering (1905-1908) and

eventually became an Associate. There, when playing football, he

strained his heart so badly that he was confined to hed for six months.

During this time he took up the study of hieroglyphs and Coptic with

great avidity; and as soon as he was convalescent his step-father took

him for a trip to Egypt in the winter of 1909-1910. While there he

quickly acquired a knowledge of colloquial Arabic. Meanwhile a family

friend Mrs. G.B. Aitken who was a student at University College, London,

and had kept him supplied with hooks, introduced him to Profeswr

Flinders Petrie who was quick to appreciate his unusual capabilities and

at once took him on as an assistant for his excavations and as De

monstrator at the College. From 1911 to 1914 he worked in the

field at Heliopolis, Shurafa, Kafr Ammar, Riqqeh, and Harageh.
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In August 1914 Engelbach dropped his Egyptological work and with

Battiscombe Gunn joined the Artists Rifles. He was soon sent to France

where he served as a despatch-rider. Late!' he joined the Royal Engi

neers at Sheerness. It was here, on 20th Mal'ch 1915, that he married

Miss Nancy Lambert. His next move was to Gallipoli where he was

occupied in the construction of defence works with the Egyptian Labour

Corps to which he had been seconded. Here he was often uJHler heavy

shell-fire, and was sent back home suffering from shell-shock. At New

haven and elsewhere he was put in charge of anti-aircraft defences and

was given his third pip. After the conquest of Palestine he was com-

. missioned by Lord AlIenby to report on the antiquity sites jointly with

the French. He often visited districts which were considered most un

safe and where no others would venture. It was his French colleagues

who recommended him for a post in the Egyptian Department of Anti

quities. Meanwhile, he rejoined Professor Petrie at Lahun and Ghorab

in the winter of 1919-1920, and eventually went to Luxor as Chief

Inspector of Upper Egypt in April 1920.
During his excavating activities he had been of the greatest use, paJ·tly

for the firm and clever handling of his labourers, partly for his know

ledge of archaeology, partly for his engineering skill, and partly for his

system of recording which was a great advance on the older methods of

the British School and which has been adopted by his successors. The

essence of this system was: 1) that all objects found should be drawn and

or photographed immediately and 2) that the serial number of the

drawing or photograph should he entered on the record.

At Luxor routine duties were quite insufficient for his active spirit,

and he set himself various tasks which, though realised to be very ne

cessary, had been funked by his predecessors. Foremost among these

was a big scheme for mapping and planning the dwellings which were

scattered all over the Theban necropolis. In this he was aided by the

Survey Department; and eventually every owner was supplied with defi

nite title deeds and plan of his holding, thus effectually preventing en

croachments which until then had been rife and a constant source of

trouble.
On another occasion he made a three days' expedition into the desert
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east of EI-Kab ~o dispose of the persistent legend of a mysterious temple

which Somers Clarke was inclined to credit. At Aswan he made a pro

longed study of the immense obelisk which lies unfinished in the granite

quarries; he was able to elucidate the methods by whieh the labour had

been organised and the means by whieh the monument was to have bee.n

extracted. In t 9 22 the discovery of the tomb of Tut-ankh-amen in

volved him in the general hurly-burly whieh arose owing to the con

flicting interests of exeavators, press reporters, tourists, and Egyptian

officialdom. In all this he was a loyal supporter of his Department; hut

it was enough to turn his hair grey.

One reason for his unqualified success as an Inspeetor was his under

standing of the mental peculiarities of his Egyptian subordinates. He

would get difficult things done in a simple manner. For instance, a

hill-side often visited by tourists was littered with fragments of mummies.

The ghafir when reprimanded for this deplorable state of affairs objeeted

to their removal on the grounds that the women of the town found them

efficacious as fertility eharms. When asked if there were not some fa

vourite relic the ghafir agreed that there was. A suggestion that a small

charge might be made for access to this and ell the rest completely

cleared away was received with acclamation; and in a few days not a

bone was to be seen anywhere.

In t 9 25 Engelbaeh was transferred to the Museum in Cairo, firs t as

Assistant Keeper, then as Chief Keeper (t 9 2 8- t ga t ), and finally as

Technical Adviser when Nationalist pressure had secured the appoint

ment of an Egyptian to the post of Chief. Duri.ng his years of service in

the Museum he was responsible for many great and permanent improve

ments. The greatest of his re-arrangements arose from the necessity

to provide space for the worthy display of the mass of antiquities from

the tomb of Tut-ankh-amen. He was also responsible for the systematic

labelling (in three languages) of all the principal monuments on the

ground floor, a long and arduous piece of work which has proved a boon

to all visitors. He inaugurated, too, the system of indexes to the Re

gister which classified all objects of which the exact location in the Museum

was then unknown. These indexes have served to identify many hun

dreds of antiquities which had lost their registration numbers. Another
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index gives all the sites from which objects in the Museum have been

derived with the registration number of each object. The series of

Guides to the Museum in a cheap and abridged form was also mainly his

work.

The general improvements at the Museum were so outstanding that

they were universally recognised. From the French government he

received the honour of Chevalier de 1'0rdre National de la Legion

d 'Honneur (1937); from the King of Italy that of Commendatore della

Corona d'Italia (1934); and from the King of Sw-eden that of Chevalier

of the Royal Order of the North Star (1935). He was for years a memher

of the Institut d 'Egypte, and was a corresponding member of the Ger

man Archaeological Institute (1935). In 1945 he was nominated

for Fellow of University College, London.

At the time of his death he was engaged in the publication of an

"Introduction to Egyptian Archaeology", intended as a general intro

duction to the subject for the use of visitors to the Cairo Museum. This

contains articles on all hranehes of archaeology, Religion, Geography,

Mummification, Language, Burial Customs, Materials, Dress, and so

forth. In this he was aided by specialists; but the main work was his

and he spent mueh time and labour on it during the years of the Second

World War.

The study of languages was one of Engelbach's hobbies, especially in

so far as phonetics were concerned. He had particularly acute hearing

and a fine appreciation of musical tone values. Musical instruments of

all kinds were of special interest to him. A keen sense of rhythm eom

bined with a elever choice of words made his occasional outbursts into

verse a delight to his friends.

Engelbach was an indefatigable worker. Almost at break of day he

would be at his desk at home, still in his pyjamas. But somehow he

found time for many other interests in the life of Cairo. Though avel se

to the general run of social functions he was a frequenter of the Turf

Club and Sporting Club and sel'ved On their committees; he was also an

active Mason and member of the British Legion. In all these he had

many friends. He was a man of strong dislikes and preferences, people

were either black or white; but once a friend, always a friend. A re-
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markably quick thinker, he was definitely impatient; outspoken and
occasionally tactless, he might sometimes give offence. But if anyone
was in need of help and turned to him he would spend endless trouble.
He is survived by his wife and two children. His daughter Joan inhe
rits her father's gift for drawing, and his son Piltrick served as a bomber
pilot with the R.A.F., being taken pr:s:mer in 19,6,6.

Gur BRUNTON.
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